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• Localised thickening of concrete

• Complex formwork and build

• Complicates follow-on services

With

Punching Shear
Reinforcement

• Consistent head space

• Can reduce overall building height

• Design determined by calculation

• Free design program available

Improved.
Flat Slab Construction

Traditional.
Column Heads

Double-headed studs transfer
shear load into the structure

Tel: 1300 304 320
Email: pac.ancon@anconbp.com.au
Web: www.anconbp.com.au

Another Construction Solution from

Offices located in Sydney, Brisbane, Perth and Melbourne
International Tel: +61 2 8808 1111

Course approved for steel detailing

The fi rst formal qualifi cation in 
structural steel detailing has been 
approved by the National Quality 
Council of the Department of 
Education, Employment and Workplace 
Relations. 

The qualifi cations will be offered 
as a specialist stream within the 
national training scheme’s MSA30208 
Certifi cate III in Manufacturing 
Technology and the MSA50108 
Diploma of Manufacturing Technology.

The courses were designed by 
specialist training consultant Richard 
Jenkins and Associates and were the 
result of efforts by Manufacturing Skills 
Australia (MSA), the Australian Steel 
Institute and the Australian Institute of 
Steel Detailers (AISD).

In the steel fabrication process, 
steel detailers produce shop drawings, 
marking plans and elevation drawings 
based on the designs of a structural 
engineer. 

The work is largely done through 
computer-aided drafting. But an 
ageing workforce has created a steady 
decline in the number of steel detailers 
practising in Australia. 

According to John Leworthy, 
vice-president of the Victorian and 
Tasmanian division of AISD, the 
listings of the Yellow Pages “drafting 
and permit services heading” of 21 
separate drafting disciplines including 
steel detailers nationally have dropped 
from 5523 in November 2002 to 3547 
in November 2006. 

The new course aims to teach 
those skills. It is aimed at existing 
Secondary and TAFE students, existing 
draftspersons wishing to either add 
steel detailing to their skills base or 
change their discipline, and mature-
aged people wanting to retrain.

The AISD is hoping the course 
will accept its fi rst student intake by 
2010. An important element yet to be 
achieved is training the trainers and 
developing lesson plans and training 
material.

Funding for the creation and 
endorsement process of the course 
was provided by the previous Federal 
government. However, facilitators 
or organisations seeking to deliver 
the courses must apply to their state 
government for funding.

In terms of the states’ progress, 
the AISD in Victoria is working with 
the Manufacturing Engineering Skills 

Advisory Board (MESAB) to determine 
delivery direction and how best to 
reach potential students in Victoria. 
Funding has been approved for 
MESAB to set up a task force steering 
committee to achieve this in that state. 

Leworthy said of prime importance 
is each state fi nding the best delivery 
method that suits them. 

For some states, TAFE may be the 
best option, while registered training 
organisations or web-based delivery 
may suit others. 

More information about the content 
of the courses, can be found at www.
mskills.com.au and the progress of 
delivery development will be updated 
at www.aisd.com.au.
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