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This year’s ASI convention was held in Canberra. While the format was similar to previous years with 
another topical speaking program, there was a political focus with both the Prime Minister Julia Gillard and 
opposition leader Tony Abbott presenting to the attendees among others. With the announcement of some 
1500 job losses in the steel manufacturing industry preceding the convention the focus on jobs and the 
need to push local content for Australian projects could not have been more heightened. On balance, the 
ASI along with the many stake holders of the steel supply chain were happy with what the convention 
achieved, it certainly got the politicians attention.

Aside from the serious business of the convention there was quite a few detailers present from around 
Australia and the collective presence was welcomed at the detailers forum on the Tuesday afternoon. The 
convention is an event that offers plenty to those who attend, meeting with like minded people, networking 
and gaining a better understanding of the markets we all operate in. We encourage all of you to consider 
attending this yearly event in the future. 

Some of the attendees can be seen below enjoying each others company at the meet and greet function 
on the Sunday evening. From left to right – Sean Weir (PDC Consultants), Clayton Roxborough (Steelcad 
Drafting), Vinod Muthanna (BDS VirCon) and Kerry Lindemann (BDS VirCon).
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Joint media release with the Prime Minister, the Ho n Julia Gillard MP.

19th October 2011

Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Innovation Minister Senator Kim Carr today announced the membership 
of the Gillard Government’s new Manufacturing Taskforce, announced at last month’s Future Jobs 
Forum.

The new high-level Taskforce will map
out a shared vision for the future of 
Australia’s manufacturing sector and
help strengthen local firms as they
adapt to changes in our economy,
including the rise of Asia.

We want to see the sector move up
the value chain. To do this we need
to build the skills and innovation that 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF STEEL DETAILERS

�	

to build the skills and innovation that 
the sector needs for a new era of
manufacturing. 

The Prime Minister will personally
chair this taskforce, with Minister Carr
as deputy chair. Because this is a
whole-of-government task, a number
of other senior ministers will work on
the taskforce.

Membership of the new group will also include manufacturing industry leaders, academics and unions. 
The list of initial members of the taskforce is below.

Senator Kim Carr said the new taskforce would help ensure manufacturing remains a key part of our 
economy for generations to come. 

It will identify a plan for how best to leverage existing efforts, including Government policies and 
programs, to best capture the opportunities and respond to the challenges facing manufacturing.

The taskforce will meet for the first time in November 2011.
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Prime Ministers Taskforce on Manufacturing – Members

Government

Julia Gillard MP, Prime Minister (Chair)
Kim Carr, Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research (Deputy Chair)
Wayne Swan MP, Deputy Prime Minister
Chris Evans, Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Jobs and Workplace Relations
Penny Wong, Minister for Finance and Deregulation
Craig Emerson, Minister for Trade
Jason Clare MP, Minister for Defence Materiel 

Industry

Philip Binns, Vice President and General Manager, Agilent Technologies
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Philip Binns, Vice President and General Manager, Agilent Technologies
Geoff Plummer, CEO, OneSteel
Ian Thomas, President, Boeing
Heather Ridout, CEO, AiG
Mike Devereux, Chairman and Managing Director, Holden
Chris Jenkins MD Thales
Phil Butler, MD, Textor Technologies 

Unions

Jeff Lawrence, ACTU
Paul Howes, National Secretary, Australian Workers Union
David Oliver, National Secretary, Australian Manufacturing Workers Union
Michael O’Connor, CFMEU
Charlie Donnelly, NUW 
Michele O’Neil, TCFUA

Science and Technology

Professor Roy Green, Faculty of Business, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Megan Clark, Chief Executive, CSIRO
Professor Jonathan West, AIRC, University of Tasmania
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Presentations and Seminars currently planned by the ASI Queensland Technical Committee include:

Economical Structural Steelwork – This presentation will demonstrate designing to suit fabrication and 
erection in order to reduce costs. Items to be discussed include designing joint positions to suit steel beam 
available lengths, designing to assist ease of steel erection, reducing number of moment connections, 
reducing number of bolted joints by welding larger preassemblies in the workshop, determining most cost 
effective haunch design (welded vs bolted).

��

effective haunch design (welded vs bolted).

Detailer and Fabricator to present issues of concer n. - Design Engineer to respond on how issues can 
be addressed. Fabricator to demonstrate methods of erection of structural steelwork. Need to capture 
fabricator smarts in presentation.
Some Engineers are now more involved with steel erection and are signing off erection plans. Some 
consulting engineers are being commissioned by steel fabricators to certify steel erection plans. 

Light Steel Beams (LSB) - Presentation on LSBs used in portal frames with tek screw fixing. Case study 
on system used in Gorgon Gas Project. Ross Dempsey has completed some product testing for this 
project. Geoff Fletcher from LiteSteel Technologies may be involved in the presentation. 

<
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Following Advice

After 35 years of marriage, a husband and wife went for counselling.

When asked what the problem was, the wife went into a 
dramatic, painful tirade listing every problem they had ever 
Had in the years they had been married. On and on and on: 
neglect, lack of intimacy, emptiness, loneliness, feeling unloved 
and unlovable, an entire laundry list of unmet needs she had 
endured. 

Finally, after allowing this for a sufficient length of time, the 
therapist got up, walked around the desk and after asking the 
wife to stand, he embraced and kissed her long and passionately 
as her husband watched with a raised eyebrow. 

The woman shut up and quietly sat down as though in a daze.

The therapist turned to the husband and said, 'this is what your wife needs at least 3 times a week. Can 
you do this?'' Well, I can drop her off here on Mondays and Wednesdays, but on Fridays I go fishing.'
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